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Abstract: There are two factors and three subjects in the motif of jade articles of Liangzhu
Culture.  The two factors, a nature worship which bird designs express and an ancestor worship,
indicate two worship fashions in different levels. They were two basic subjects of the motif. And
they combined organically to a higher worship subject. The two factors had different sources. Bird
worship had a long tradition in the Neolithic cultures in the eastern China and had developed
highly in Dawenkou Culture, then went down to Liangzhu Culture. The theocratic religion which
characterized the ancestor worship had developed extremely through integrating clan worships.  Their
religious belief and traditional art which the beast patterns expressed had influenced significantly
bronze cultures in Shang and Zhou Dynasty.

Key words: Liangzhu Culture; motif of jade articles; religious belief
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