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Research Articles
Present-Day Puyang in Henan Province Is the Cradle of the Xia People: An Archaeological
Observation SHEN Changyun (4)
Archaeological findings have revealed an ancient city cluster of the Longshan Culture in
present-day Puyang, Henan Province, the center of the ancient He-Ji ( Yellow River and Jishui
River) area. This provides evidence that Puyang was the Yangcheng of ancient records, Yu's
() capital city. During the Yangshao and Longshan period, the area covering present-day
eastern Henan and western Shandong witnessed a rapid growth of settlements and particularly of
ancient cities of the Longshan culture, suggesting that the Xia people headed by Yu () thrived
in this area. In contrast to the growth and prosperity of the settlements in the ancient He-]Ji area,
those in the neighboring areas such as western Henan and Guanzhong experienced a decline.
That, together with climate change and consequent changes in population structure, suggests
that a densely populated and prosperous economic and cultural center took shape in the ancient

He-Ji area during the time of Yu ( ) and Xia.

Luoyang Prison in the Eastern Han Dynasty SONG Jie (17)

In the Eastern Han Dynasty, Luoyang Prison was located inside the county government
office, and was administered jointly by the si /i xiao wei (metropolitan commandant), yin
(prefectural magistrate) of Henan and ling (county magistrate) of Luoyang. Large in size and
with a complex administrative structure, LLuoyang Prison accommodated prisoners sentenced both
by the central government and by local governments, whose status ranged from aristocrats and
officials of various ranks to ordinary people. The prison hence constituted one of the key factors
affecting the security of the capital and the political situation of the imperial court. The fierce
struggle over the control of Luoyang prison contributed much to changes in the political situation

in the late Eastern Han dynasty.

Tang Copies of Poems by Yuan Zhen and Bai Juyi Were Not Made Using Woodblock Printing

XIN Deyong (36)
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