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On the Social and Cultural Background of the Woodblock in the Song Dynasty Books
Reprinted in the Ming Dynasty

Yang Jun ( Editorial Department of the Journal, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’ an, Shanxi, 710062)

Abstract: There was a profound social and cultural background with the booming of the woodblock of the Song Dynasty books
reprinted in the Ming Dynasty. Because ancient books and records in previous dynasties were scarcely published in the early Ming
Dynasty, therefore social demands for ancient books arose; ideological trend of cultural returning to the ancients sprang up everywhere
during Hongzhi and Zhengde’ s reign, so students claimed that they should read more ancient books; scholars’ academic research and
arranging of ancient books and records also required ancient books; men of letters’ habits of loving books and cherishing ancient
books. In addition, the government gave orders that any changes of the ancient books were strictly forbidden. These factors interacted
on each other.
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