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Abstract: From the absence to the dominance and then being abandoned, the concept of culture
in Western archaeology has undergone a tremendous transformation process over the past century.
“ Culture” is no longer a critical concept in contemporary Western archaeology. Style, identity and
ethnicity have become the focal concepts for archaeologists to study the regional variations in material
cultures and their representation of social boundary. In comparison, despite the fact that there has
been a discussion of identifying cultural elements in archaeological cultures, Chinese archaeologists do
not have any debates on the concept of culture, nor do they pay any attentions on the discussions of

style in Western archaeology. The transformation process of culture concept in Western archaeology
should be treated seriously by Chinese archaeologists.
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