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A Research on the Relationship between the Illustrations
and the Portraits in the Ming Dynasty

ZHOU Mei
(Nanjing Museum, Nanjing Jiangsu 210016 )

Abstract: In the Ming Dynasty, the urban economics and commercial economy of China feudal society
developed dramatically. Townspeople stratum came into being and stimulated the development of the popu-
lar literature represented by traditional opera and novel. Meanwhile, the illustrations in traditional opera
and novel acquired an unprecedented flourish on the basis of the inheritance of the Song and Yuan Dynas-
ties. Ming portraitists, facing the booming publishing and weak portrait, actively created illustrations for
books. Both above-mentioned factors established a correlation of close connection and common develop-
ment.

Key words: book illustration of Ming Dynasty portrait correlation



