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Brief Introduction to the Development of Chinese Ancient Encouraging Learning Articles
SONG Xiang
(Literature Institute, Northeast Normal University, Changchun, Jilin, 130024 )
Abstract: Encouraging learning, as one of the Chinese ancient traditions and ideas, has been inherited not only

by word-of-mouth but also by the language. That is the encouraging learning essays which has closed and

successive relation with each other. During the Spring-Autumn and Warring States Periods, the establishment of

school education, the emergence of scholar-bureaucrat class, the production of private school, have laid the

formation of ethos and ideas on encouraging learning, which are reflected in the preliminary essays and

developed a prosperous situation. From right after the Qin and Han Dynasty to Tang and Song Dynasty, the

encouraging learning articles became mature and prosperous, with the dominance of Confucianism and the

development of essays. After the Yuan Dynasty, its technicality and systematicness, as well as its literariness

became a little weaker because of the declination of the physical ideas and essays creation. Finally the

encouraging learning articles finished its mission with the end of feudal society.

Key words: Encouraging learning articles; antiquity; production; development; prosperity; declination
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