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Abstract Based on the studies on the origins of idea and techniques of lost- wax casting and
observations on the ancient Chinese bronzes and definite lost- wax castings from the overseas and
China, the author pointed out his own idea on ancient lost- wax casting as follows.

(1) Lost- wax casting technique was invented by Sumerian in Mesopotamia mainly to cast small
human and animal figures (statuettes).

(2) The essential characteristics of lost- wax casting technique are from the soft model. The
castings are with flexibility. We usually can find that the outlines of the lost- wax castings are not
trenchant and accidented.

(3) It's wrong that before people consider 'easy or not to take off mould from its model' as the
criterion to distinguish between lost- wax casting and piece- mould casting.  It's misunderstood to
determine the three- dimensional decorations on Chinese bronzes in the Spring and Autumn and the
Warring States Periods as lost- wax castings.
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