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Why No Chen-Wei Documents in HanShu

LI Mei-xun

(Qi Lu Cultural Research Center, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014 ,Shandong)

Abstract: Chen-Wei documents are not recoded in HanShu’s yiwen Records although in which

includes some contents similar to Chen-Wei.

However, we can’t deny the possibility of its existence

before Emperor Ai and Emperor Ping in later Han Dynasty. Due to political reasons, neither LiuXiang

nor LiuXin would compile Chen-Wei in BieLu or in QiLue. The reason why no ChenWei documents in

HanShu is that the agency named Taishi took charge of Chen-Wei documents instead of Mishu in later

Han Dynasty. In addition, before the birth of Yiwen Records in HanShu written by BanGu, Emperor

Guangwu already authorized 81 Chen-Wei in public which is quite different from the Chen-Wei

Documents published during later Han Dynasty and Xin Dynasty period, so BanGu can not compile

other Chenwei documents in HanShu.
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