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Freehand Expression in Rodin’ s Sculptures

] by Yan Haigiang

Abstract: As the last master of classical sculpture, Rodin is conceived a pioneer of realistic sculpture. One
important artistic characteristic in Rodin’s work is freehand expression. First of all, freehand expression con-
forms to the internal logic of aesthetics; secondly, it shows poetic characteristics, which become the cultural
foundation of Rodin's works. Freehand expression is displayed in his works as incompleteness, conciseness,
subtleness, willfulness and poetic. The representative works of freehand expression sculptures are The Thinker
and The Portraits of Balzac .The former is achieved accidentally and the latter with great efforts and no affectation.
Two extremes of freehand expression are displayed in Rodin’s works.
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