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The Excavation and Initial Understanding of the Tomb
of the Ming Dynasty Eunuch YANG Qing

SHAO Lei
(Nanjing Municipal Museum, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210004)

Abstract: The Tomb of YANG Qing, excavated in October, 2005 at the eastern foot of Hanfu Hill,
Jiangning District, Nanjing, is a high ranking tomb with a unique shape. According to historical records,
YANG qing,the tomb owner, was a eunuch in the favour of Emperor Yongle, got an important position during
the Yongle & Xuande Reigns and even took part in the seven journeys to the West led by ZHENG He. The
epitaph explains the reasons for his favored life in the court of Emperor Yongle and verifies his role in the
seven journeys . The unique burial way of hanging the coffin with iron chains might reflect the approval to
such Taoism —style way of the eunuchs who believed in Daoism since the Song and the Yuan Dynasties.
What’s more, the calligrapher and cutter of YANG Qing’s epitaph were all famous artists of his time, which
also proves that YANG Qing still enjoyed a powerful life even after he was demoted to Nanjing.

Key words: eunuch; YANG Qing; epitaph; the seven journeys to the West Led by ZHENG He; hanging

the Coffin with iron chains; Taoism



