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Creation on the Basis of Religion, Philosophy and Tradition
Zhao Guangming

Abstract: Conversations between civilizations always start with pressures and challenges, and with them,
opportunities. Opportunity depends on a civilization’s ability to find confidence in learning
from, understanding and reflecting on the others. Without such confidence, there is no point to
conversation, and there would be no real conversation. Confidence means rethinking, critiquing,
and re-creating the religious faith, philosophical ideas and an awareness of being of one’s own
tradition in the new spatio-temporal co-ordination. Through conversation, one re-understands, re-
discovers, re-creates and insists on oneself, as is the revelation from the development of Jewish
philosophy. The re-creation of one’s own tradition and civilization does not mean a return, but a
renaissance, and the initiation of a new tradition based on the new spatio-temporal possibilities.

Key Words: Jewish philosophy faith tradition

The Stele of the Avalokiteshvara High King Sutra and Avatar Images:
Avalokiteshvara Sutra and Statue Stele Endowed by Sackler to the Collection
of Columbia University

Zhang Zong

Abstract: Columbia University of the US has in its collection a statue stele made in the Tang Dynasty,
endowed by Sackler. The stele depicts the Avalokiteshvara (Kwan-yin) with six rays glowing
from her hands, surrounded by images of various deities and fairies. Although the statue bear a
resemblance to that of the Ksitigarbha (Ti-Tsang) Bodhisattva delivering all beings within the six
realms of existence, they are in fact the images the Avalokiteshvara takes in her various avatars.
Under the statue is engraved a copy of the High King Sutra from an earlier period. It is of special
interest after careful emendation. The author also connects this piece with the statues in the High
King Temple of East-Wei Dynasty, and tries to expound the cultural and artistic meanings of the
Avalokiteshvara.

Key Words: Avalokiteshvara avatars Avalokiteshvara High King Sutra statue stele

The Management and Transformation of Buddhist Nuns’ Monasteries in
Contemporary Tibetan Regions: With Case Studies

Deji Zhuoma

Abstract: With the reform of economic system and social development in the Tibetan regions, there emerged
some remarkable changes on the social level in the Buddhist nuns’ monasteries there. On an
administrative level, they have more organization and order after introducing a new mechanism
that incorporates both the democratic management committee and the traditional organizational
modes. On an economic level, there have been some gradual changes to the old economic system
based on alms and donations, and the economy in the nuns’ monastery is being incorporated
into that of the larger secular world. They can bring in their various advantages to explore more
economic space and find their own way of development and operation. As the carrier or form of
the Tibetan Buddhism, nuns’ monasteries have been active as religious entities in various aspects
of the Tibetan social life, performing different religious functions and playing an important role
in religious affairs, thus building an image of authority in the Tibetan social life.

Key Words: Tibetan regions nuns’ monasteries management transformation




