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The Silver Signet and Secret Memorial to the Throne & Hongxi’s
Central Politics

Zhao Xianhai

ABSTRACT: It was in Hongxi’s ( #i i} ) reign that the Ming emperor who intended to make
a special access for his former senior officials Jian Yi and Yang Shiqi once in charge of the civil
affairs favored them with silver signets to seal or identify the notices, or to present a memorial
to the emperor. But with Yang’s earnest request, all the members of the grand secretariat (Nei
Ge) were entitled to the silver seals each later. Further more, out of the equal treatment without
discrimination, Emperor Hongxi ( ¥t B ) also granted a silver seal to Xia Yuanji, minister of
the board of revenue. However, his strategy didn’t work well as he expected as a result of the
traditional negative understanding of ‘secret memorial to the throne’. Therefore it is viewed
that the ‘secret memorial to the throne’ can not be overestimated in making significant
decisions of the Ming dynasty. On the other hand, it mirrors Hongxi’s ( jjt & ) emotional
thought of the governing strategy that Emperor Yongle ( 7K 4 ) used to take to reconstruct a
central politics with human relations as the guideline.

KEY WORDS: silver signet and secret memorial; Hongxi; central politics

On the Princess Consort of the Ming Dynasty

Liu Shaohua

ABSTRACT: In the early Ming dynasty the princess consorts (Fu Ma) were mostly selected
among the sons of the princes, the marquises or of those who had rendered outstanding service
until Xuande’s ( F /1 ) reign when they gradually came from the ordinary families. Meanwhile,
their wedding ceremonies changed a lot. There used to be three ways for the princess consorts
to be educated such as: to arrange for the sub-registers of the academy to take lectures to them,
they learned at the Imperial Academy of Learning (Guo Zi Jian) or to assign the secretaries of
the office of etiquette and regulations to take care of their education, but all of which ended
with the unfavorable effects. On Ming’s system grounds, the princess consorts were appointed
the official status of 1 B (rank 1, lower class) with the salary of 1,000 dan in general but varied
individually. They were in command of the troops to defend the frontiers or to take charge
of the military affairs, or they worked at the temporary business like offering sacrifices to
the imperial mausoleums, managing the imperial clan court or commanding the imperial
guardsmen in the middle and late Ming dynasty. The princess consorts were relatively high-
ranked in the early Ming dynasty, but declined later without real power, they were humbled
even by the eunuchs and maids on some occasions.

KEY WORDS: the Ming dynasty; the princess consorts; education; official rank
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