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On the Origin of Bronze Sword from Chu Tombs

in the Late Spring and Autumn Period

GAO Zhi—xi

(Hunan Provincial Museum, Changsha, Hunan 410005)

Abstract: The small number of bronze swords, unearthed from the tombs of the Chu State in the late

period of Spring & Autumn in Xichuan of Henan, Jiangling & Dangyang of Hubei and Taojiang of Hunan, etc.,

can be classified into three types based on the hilt: flat hilted sword, hollow hilted sword and column hilted

sword with double hoops. Analyses and researches show that the three have their own origin respectively:

flat hilted sword with two holes originated from the sword of the Zhou Dynasty while that with single hole

from the Yue Ethnic Groups; hollow hilted sword and column hilted sword with two hoops stemmed from

the sword of Wu & Yue States located in today’s Jiangsu and Zhejiang districts.

Key words: sword of the Chu State in the late Spring & Autumn period; origin; sword of the Zhou

Dynasty; bronze sword of Wu & Yue States



