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Respect for the Cultural Choice of “the Land”
He Qimin

Abstract: One aspect of scientific knowledge is its opposition to religious knowledge. At the same time, it
provides a scientific perspective for our understanding of religious phenomena. There is tension
between the universal requirements of scientific knowledge and the local characters of knowledge.
Viewed from a scientific perspective, scientific knowledge itself comes from a background with
temporal and local features. In our study of ethnic religions, the fruits are usually rather localized.
The wisdom of Chinese religious culture, interpreted with a scientific spirit, is needed for us to
better achieve the balance between experiential uniqueness and scientific universality.

Key Words: local knowledge the diversity of religious culture

Christianity Development among the Lisu People in the First Half

of the Twentieth Century
Gao Zhiying

Abstract: The Lisu people live across the borders in China, Myanmar, Thailand and India. This paper
focuses on the first half of the 20th century, and talks about the background and characteristics of
Christianity development in the different political and cultural contexts in different countries. The
Lisu people are used as a case study to show the relationship between religious identity and ethnic
identity, and Christianity’s role in the reconstruction of regional culture.

Key Words: China Myanmar Lisu people Christianity

Modern Structure of Buddhist Conglin Organizational Modes in Metropolitan

Suburbs: A Positivist Case Study Based on the Huabao Temple in Kunming
Xu Zuxiang Lin Bangyu

Abstract: Buddhist Conglin organizational structure has played an essential role in the revival of the Conglin
system in the contemporary world. However, academia attention paid to this phenomenon is very
discrepant to its importance. Adopting the perspective of sociology of religion, this paper tries to
provide a case study on the Huabao Temple in the suburb of Kunming, analyzing its membership
constituent, systematic normative, economic support and power structure. The authors came to the
conclusion that membership of the contemporary Conglin shows the characteristic of openness,
and within there has been formed a systematic symbiotic relationship between the monks and lay
people. Although contemporary Conglin organization has adopted many modern technical means
in its structure (i.e. multiple economic forms and internet technology), it can hope for more
endured development if attention is paid to retain its religious sanctity. The modern structure of
Conglin power system shows characteristics of a bureaucratic hierarchy institution.

Key Words: Metropolitan suburbs Buddhist Conglin organizational mode modern structure
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