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Study on New Religions with the Scientific Outlook on Development
Zhuo Xinping

Abstract: The world has seen many “new religions”, in contrast to traditional ones, coming on the scene
since the end of the 19th century and especially in the 20th. With their all different purposes,
forms, changes and complex impacts, such a surprising surge of new religions have provided
scholars with an entirely new research field which is both important and necessary. The author
believes that study on new religions should be done with the scientific outlook on development,
which is shown in three aspects. Firstly, it means that we should understand new religions and
their originality from the perspective of development of society and history. Secondly, the
universality of human spiritual life and particular expressions of “holiness” and “mystery”
should be considered in our observation and analysis of the common themes and characteristics
of various religions. Thirdly, we should take into account the richness of human spiritual and
social life, in order to better understand how new religions react, adapt and respond to changing
realities, the forms they take in this process and their effects, and thus to discuss their tensional

and harmonious, positive and negative effects.

Key Words: new religions, scientific outlook on development, study

On the Secularity and Transcendence of Religious Ethics
‘Wang Yongzhi

Abstract: Religious ethics has two aspects, one of secularity and the other of transcendence. The secularity
of religious ethics is the basis for religions to deal with real interpersonal relationships, giving
order and peace to the secular life, and making religious faiths and practices possible. The
transcendence of religious ethics encourages religious followers to transcend themselves and
make contact with the norms and teachings of the divine. Secularity and transcendence are the

key features of religious ethics functioning in religious communities.

Key Words: religious ethics, secularity, transcendence

What’s the Rule for Religious Dialogue?

Reading Dialogue with the Other by David Tracy
Sun Yiping

Abstract: Religious Dialogue has become an ever more heated subject with the appeal to “dialogue of
civilizations”. In his book Dialogue with the Other, David Tracy, professor from the University
of Chicago, devoted himself to the construction of rules for religious dialogue. Gadamer’s
“hermeneutics of dialogue” was used as the basic methodology to study the relationship between
Christian faith and the modern context of multiple universal religions. Tracy sees as the best hope
the dialogue and unity in difference and conflict, and critique and doubt are retained as necessary
conditions for the constitution of dialogue. “Focus on the other” as the rule for religious dialogue

can be enlightening for the continued religious dialogue in today’s world.

Key Words: religious dialogue, David Tracy, rule
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