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Fig.2 The remain cornstock and cloth inside Fig.3 Skeleton of the sculpture
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Fig.4 XRF photo of head skeleton Fig.5 Skeleton of shoulder and chest
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Fig.7 SEM photo of gold on face Fig.8 Single _ polarized photo of Orpiment below gold
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Fig.9 Red and blue color remains Fig.10 Single _ polarized photo of red and blue color
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Fig.11 Pre _ reinforce of clay layer Fig.12 Cyclodoecane brushed to main place Fig. 13  Wrapped by cloth
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Fig.14 Separated one side Fig.15 Bracket fixed Fig. 16 Restoration in tradition method
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Research on the relocation and conservation of the Taoist real _ body clay

sculpture at Matou Mountain in ShaanXi

MA Lin — yan ZHOU Wei _ giang QI yang

( Xian Conservation and Restoration of Culture Relics Center Xian 710075 China)

Abstract: A rarely seen Taoist real — body clay sculpture was found at Matou Mountain in ShaanXi. The sculpture
was made mainly based on the body of an actual Taoist and was strengthened by wheat straw wrapped in cloth and
covered with clay. It is so fragile that immediate relocation and conservation was needed. Temporary reinforcement
actions were taken: cyclodoecane was brushed on the sculpture and cloth was used to cover it; the base of the sculp—
ture was replaced. The relocation of the sculpture was successful and exhibitory conservation work was done. This re—
search provides an example of relocation and conservation of an extremely fragile sculpture.

Key words: Real _ body clay sculpture; Conservation and restoration; Pre — reinforcement; Relocation; Cyclodecane
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