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A derivable education situation of teaching WENXUAN
in Dunhuang during the Tang Dynasty

DING Hongqi
(The Chinese Classics Institute of Huadong Normal University, Shanghai )

Abstract: By certain characters used for avoiding mentioning the name of emperor of the Tang Dynasty,
we could dating the copying of WENXUAN from the regin of Dezong ( 780 —804A.D.) in Dunhuang
Manuscripts housed in the art museum of Tianjin and Eisei Bunko Japan. By study the nature of two scrolls we
tell that they were notes of teaching WENXUAN. The textual research let us know how WENXUAN used a
text book be educated in Dunhuang, especially for they close relation with imperial examination, for other
words, public teaching of WENXUAN was the result of the civil service examination in the Tang Dynasty.
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