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The article Chinese appears

from page 126 to 137.

The article Chinese appears

from page 138 to 147.

Palace Museum Journal

On Establishment and Abandonment of The Hall for Worshiping
Compassion (Fengci Dian), Ming Dynasty

Yang Xincheng

ABSTRACT: Hall for Worshiping Compassion (Fengci Dian) located to the west of Hall for
Ancestral Worship (Fengxian Dian) within the Forbidden City of the Ming dynasty was for the first
time constructed in the 23rd year of Chenghua ( ii/l, ) reign, but abandoned after the 15th year of
Jiajing ( 5%¥% ) period. It is ranked next only to Hall for Ancestral Worship (Fengxian Dian) as one
of the important buildings for worshipping ancestors inside the imperial palace. By studying the
related historical literature, this article makes a tentative probe into the difference between the two
halls as for their structure, location and functions as well.

KEY WORDS: Emperor Hongzhi; Fengci Dian; Fengxian Dian; Hongxiao Dian; Shenxiao Dian

Research on Enshrinement of The Deceased Empresses in Hall for
Ancestry Worship (Fengxian Dian) in The Ming Dynasty

Li Jia

ABSTRACT: Since only the deceased emperors and the first empresses of any dynasties were
entitled to be enshrined in the Hall for Ancestry Worship (Fengxian Dian) inside the Forbidden
Palace in the Ming dynasty, offering sacrifices to the imperial ancestors was held here as one
important occasion. It is commonly thought that successive empresses including Empress Ji who
was Emperor Hongzhi's ( 5/ ¥4 ) mother were never enshrined inside here but in other halls like Hall
for Worshiping Compassion (Fengci Dian), Hall of Filial Piety (Hongxiao Dian). However, this article
views that such institution was carried out until the late Ming dynasty, when memorial tablets of
successive empresses were approved to be placed in Hall for Ancestry Worship (Fengxian Dian)
with the lower treatment than the first empresses in rituals of death anniversary and removal from
the Hall when memorial tablets were full. The institutional changes resulted in a balance between
the enshrinement of successive empresses and ritual traditions. By the late Ming dynasty Hall for
Ancestry Worship (Fengxian Dian) worked primarily for worshipping ancestors of both the first and
the successive empresses by following the same system all the way as the Imperial Ancestral Temple

did.

KEY WORDS: the Ming Dynasty; Fengxian Dian; Fengci Dian; Empress
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