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ABSTRACT: Based on a briefreview of Lewis Binford”s (1931 - 2011) academic career, the present paper emphasizes
that New Archaeology, founded by Binford, is the intellectual result ofthe development of archacology as an academic dis—
cipline over the past century, rather than a sudden ‘revolution’ launched by some young scholars in the 1960s. New Ar—
chaeology is the first school with independent theoretical contributions in the history of archacology. The model -building
process exactly represents the scientific fature of New Archaeology, rather than an idealistic and unpromising one. Addi—
tionally, Binford had established new paradigns in both the study of hunter-gatherer societies and Ethno-archaecology. Al—
though his influences in Chinese archaeology are still limited due to paradigmatic conflicts, it is undeniable that Binford’

s achievements are parts ofirreplaceable heritages in World Archacology.
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