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Discussion on the Conservation and Utilization Mode of Earthen Sites:
A Case Study of Xi’an Area

ZHU Ming—min
(Guangzhou Municipal Institute of Cultural Heritage & Archeaology, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510030)

Abstract: Conservation and utilization of earthen sites, with a large system and own features, should
follow the principles of authenticity and readability which corresponds heritage conservation and heritage
utilization respectively. The conservation and utilization modes of earthen sites in Xi’an can be divided into
in—door mode and open—air mode. The in—door mode, effective to protect authenticity of the site itself but
defective to protect environmental elements, is better applied to those excavated site to display many kinds of
remains. Open—air mode, meaningful to protect environmental authenticity and improve readability when
integrated with in—door mode, can be applied to those regular, symmetrical sites with simple shapes.

Key words: earthen sites; conservation of sites; conservation principles; conservation and utilization
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