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Abstract: It’ s proved by the oracle bone inscriptions and literature that the main authority inherited
from the elder to younger brother in early period of Shang Dynasty instead of male primogeniture. At the same
time the records in the section Yinbenji of Shiji showed falsely that the inheritance system was between father
and son. By means of the records on sacrifice system in the oracle bone inscriptions it could be deduced that
only the lineal lineages of the authorities in Pre — Shang were kept in the section Yinbenji of Shiji whereas the
collateral lineages were omitted. In view of oracle bone inscriptions the omitted lineages could be reconstruc—
ted again.

Key words: pre — Shang authorities; early — Shang kings; lineages; elder — younger brother heritance;

male primogeniture
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