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History and Practice: Collecting Chinese Art at the Metropolitan Museum
Zhixin Jason Sun

( Department of Asian Art , The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, US)

Abstract: The Metropolitan Museum of Art has been collecting Chinese art since 1879. Tt started first with
later Chinese porcelains and then all decorative arts of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. The collection gradually
expanded to include ancient Chinese ritual bronzes, jades, ceramic figures and Buddhist sculptures. As study
of Chinese art steadily advanced in the West, collectors and museum visitors began to appreciate Chinese pain—
ting and calligraphy and eventually gained a full understanding of Chinese civilization that continued in the
last five millennia. The Metropolitan Museum’s collecting history witnessed the learning of Chinese art in the
West. The cooperation between collectors, museum patrons and curators may provide a model for museums in
China.

Key words: The Metropolitan Museum of Art; Chinese Art;Museum Collection ; Collector; Patron ; Curator
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