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Palace Museum Journal

The Palace Museum and The 1911 Revolution
Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT: The Xinhai Revolution (The 1911 Revolution) which broke out in 1911 and brought about
favorable condition for the development of Chinese museums is regarded as a national democratic
revolutionary movement in its real sense in Chinese modern history. In 1925 the establishment of
The Palace Museum, which was unaccomplished in the revolution of 1911, symbolized the victory
of the movement in the cultural field. However, small amount of the related historical materials and
relatively long interval between the two events led to neglect and poor research at home and abroad as
to their interactive influence upon each other, i.e. The 1911 Revolution accelerated the establishment
of The Palace Museum, in turn, the foundation of The Palace Museum extended the significance of The
1911 Revolution in history. This paper bases its interpretation of the close relationship between The
Palace Museum and The 1911 Revolution upon the textual research of the historical archives from the
perspectives of political connotation, cultural identity and museums, and it tries to objectively present
the historical situation in which the social events took place at that time.

KEY WORDS: The 1911 Revolution; Pu Yi’s being expelled from the Forbidden City; The Palace
Museum; the landmark significance

On Yi Peiji’s Standpoint of Defending The 1911 Revolution from His
Refutation of The Draft History of Qing (Qing Shi Gao)

Dong Conglin

ABSTRACT: In December 1929 Yi Peiji who then was President of The Palace Museum submitted an
official report to the Executive Department of National Government to refute The Draft History of Qing
(literally: Qing Shi Gao) that had just been published. In the report he in details listed 19 fallacies in his
eyes, but the first 7 of which were of politics sharply expressing his standpoint of defending The 1911
Revolution and The Republic of China. His behavior was no accident but his firm politics, which can
be supported by his impugning Qing Shi Li Mu out of the same stand before that. The root cause for
his political position can also be analyzed by his career experience. As the result of his refutation, The
Draft History of Qing ended in prohibition of being published, but arose voices from the different angles
which are worthy of the historical materials with the equal value with other data related to the issues
concerned.

KEY WORDS: Yi Peiji; The Draft History of Qing ; The 1911 Revolution; The Republic of China

On The Political System of Checks and Balances at The Inception of The
Palace Museum

Wu Shizhou

ABSTRACT: The 1911 Revolution (The Xinhai Revolution) ended not in violence but in compromise.
Among the major results from the negotiation between the south and the north was the “Conditions
of Preferential Treatment of the Qing Royal Family”. In order to avoid turbulence over the society
caused by Beijing coup leading Pu Yi to be expelled from the Forbidden City by Feng Yuxiang, the
provisional government of the Republic of China negotiated with the abdicated Qing royal family for
the agreement that Pu Yi would put on a look of being voluntary to be away from the imperial palace,
which built up the background under which the political system of checks and balances was carried out
at the very inception of The Palace Museum. The Committee to Deal with The Concerns of The Deposed
Imperial Family (Qing Shi Shan Hou Wei Yuan Hui) that was led by Chairman Li Shizeng consisted of
social personages and renowned scholars and the representatives of the deposed Qing royal family.
The Palace Museum at that time got supports from the society through the board of directors whose
administration and regulation were in some sense the self-reproduction of the organizational structure
for any ‘companies’. With the establishment of the centralized power after The Northern Expedition,
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