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ABSTRACT: The newly discovered An Bei’s Epitaph of the Sui dynasty is the only epitaph for a Chinese Sogdian ever
found in the Luoyang area. It recorded how An Bei’ s ancestors came to Luoyang during the Northern Wei dynasty, and how An
Bei and his father served the Northern Qi court. Although An Bei was good at business, he followed the Confucian moral principles
of filial piety, yet at the same time he believed in and practiced Zoroastrianism. This indicates that the Chinese Sogdians were un—
der multicultural influences on their way of thinking and conduct. The epitaph also demonstrates a shared desire among Chinese

Sogdians who were eager to enter the Chinese society and become part of it in the period of the Northern dynasties.
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