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A Study of Uighur Document SI 2 Kr 17 Collected
in St.Petersburg

LI Shuhui
Xinjiang Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Ethnology Urumgqi 830011

Abstract The original manuscripts of the Uighur documents SI 2 Kr 17 and SI Kr 256 now collected in St.
Petersburg were written in 1053 as orders issued by the ruler of the Uighur Kingdom in Gaochang to the
commander stationed in western borderland. These documents tell of some important historical events in the wars
between the Karahan dynasty and the Uighur Kingdom in Gaochang. This means the western boundary of the
Uighur Kingdom in Gaochang had shrunk from the southeast of Lake Issyk- Kul to the present Yulduz Basin. This
fills the void of historical materials. In addition there were no signatures in these documents SI 2 Kr 17 has a lot of
repetition and this is also the case with SI Kr 256 in content. This indicates that both documents were copies for
study rather than the original manuscripts.
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