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Linguistic Phenomenon and Minority Survival: the Perspective
of Language Resources
Kaily Binu

Abstract: As the foundation and core issue of human society the wish “to survive the death” deeply affected human
languages. Most languages have the taboo to speak “death” directly. The Uyghur language is one such language and the
Hui people who speak Chinese illustrate such language phenomenon more clearly. However in some languages the
word “dead” will not always arouse unpleasant psychological feelings. In modern Chinese the structure of the word
“death” is not only linked to “pain” but also is there to express pleasure which we believe is the reflection of Taoism in
the structure of Chinese language. It neither puts more importance on “survival” nor neglects “death”. These two things
form a dialectical unity. Based on this the structure of the word “death” either expresses pleasure or relates to un—
pleasant feelings came into being.
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