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Ten Questions Concerning the NRMs: A Review of Sociological Studies
Li Junpeng

Abstract: New Religious Movement is an important phenomenon in Western cultural life in the last 50
years. The paper gives a review and evaluation of the English literature of sociological studies
on NRMs in the following ten aspects: definition, rise, features, faiths, organizational structure,

leadership, success or failure, science, reasons of conversion and secularization.

Key Words: New Religious Movement, sociology, review

Comment on the Change of Western Shamanic Studies
Meng Huiying Wu Fengling

Abstract: Shamanic studies in the West has gone through several phases, from demonizing or seeing
shamans as swindler, through psychopathologizing, universalizing, idealizing to diversifying
Shamanism. The paper discusses characteristics of these different phases and reflects on the

historical study of Shamanism.

Key Words: Shamanism, demonic swindler, psychopathology, enchantment techniques, New Shamanism
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