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Being in Amity with Various Rong Tribes in the West and
Pacifying the Yi and Yue Tribes in the South: Exploring Zhuge
Liang’s Thoughts of Ethnic Policies
Tang Jianbing

Abstract: Being in amity with various Rong tribes in the west and pacifying the Yi and Yue tribes in the south is
Zhuge Liang’s thoughts of ethnic policies, among which the policy of appeasement is the core. His thoughts were most
demonstrated in the national policies of the Kingdom of Shuhan. For minorities in Nam Trung, he insists that psycho—
logical warfare is the best tactic and the measures he took include: making adjustments on the system of prefectures
and counties to weaken the power and influence of the local large families and kings of Yi, carrying out the communi-
cation system between Yi—Han officials to strengthen the administration of Nam Trung, attaching importance to the
propagation of advanced economy & culture to improve the development of Nam Trung’s economy and society, and ad—
ministrating according to the customs to win over various minorities there, and so on. Military suppression and consoli—
dation measures are used simultaneously for the minorities in the west and northwest. Zhuge’s enlightened ethnic ide-
ology and practical ethnic policies are of great significance to the stability of the area and the consolidation of the
Shuhan regime. We can borrow some ideas from his policy of appeasement to handle some contemporary ethnic affairs.
Key words: Zhuge Liang; Nam Trung; be in amity with various Rong tribes in the west; pacify the Yi and Yue
tribes in the south seeP.104



