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Genuine Charisma and Its Transmissibility: The Inner Landscape
of Reincarnated Lamas in Contemporary Tibetan Buddhism

in Kham and Golok
Dan Smyer Yii

Abstract:This article is intended as a sociological interpretation of genuine charisma in the context of contempo—
rary Buddhist revival in Kham and Golok. It focuses on the inner quality and the collective function of Tulkus

reincarnated Lamas in the current Tibetan Buddhist revival inside China. On the theoretical level, this article
argues against Max Weber s typology of charisma exclusively as a personal quality that is subject to routinization
and demise. Based on the author’s ethnographic recognition of the symbiotic relationship between Tibetan
charismatic Tulkus and their monastic institutions, this article presents a case of genuine charisma in Tibetan
context not as merely a personality—centered phenomenon but, more critically, as a collective affair in an ancient
religious system. The reproduction of this type of Buddhist genuine charisma is positively sanctioned by Tibetan
monastic institutions, and is transmissible to those who wish to acquire it.
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Copper Gold—Plated Statue of Zhantan Buddha Made in Early
Tang Dynasty Kept in Tibetan Area
Wang Weiqun
Abstract: It is said that ZhanTan Buddha is the earliest Buddhism statue that was introduced into China. This
statue combined the characteristics of Key Tuo Rom and early Tang Buddhism images as is shown by its facial
feature, chignon, meat bun, drapery and adornment. It should be the product of Han-Tibet political, religious and

cultural exchange.

Key words: Early Tang dynasty; Buddhism statue; ZhanTan Buddha See P.45



