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An Evaluative Study of Seyyid Hossein Nasr’s General
Perspective on Islamic Philosophy
Ma Xiaopei

Abstract: As a great philosopher of the contemporary time, Seyyid Hossein Nasr has tried to deal with a number of
serious issues on Islamic Philosophy in The Encyclopedia of Islamic Philosophy, The Encyclopedia of Islamic Spiri—
tuality and many of his other related writings. His main aim has been to explain the obvious differences between Is—
lamic Philosophy and modern western secular philosophies which were developed following the age of renaissance,
in order to understand the basic factors behind the extant living rigor of Islamic Philosophy at a time of general de—
cline in the field of philosophy worldwide today. In this article, the author tries to work out an evaluative study of his
general perspective on Islamic Philosophy through some of the important conceptions and ideas used by him in his
efforts such as the definition of Islamic Philosophy, its nature, its salient features, its function, its manifestations.
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