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Museum Studies Curriculum in Contemporary
American Universities and Its Causal Factors

WANG Chun-hui' ZHANG Wen-1i’ WANG De—fa’
(1.3.Tang Gu museum in Tianjin, Tianjin 300450;
2.Research Center for Frontier Archaeology of Jilin University,Changchun,Jilin 130012)

Abstract: The curriculum of museum studies for undergraduate and graduate students in contemporary
American universities is well designed and developed, showing great diversity and flexibility. Causal
relation—ships exist between the formation of this curriculum system and a series of factors including
theories, system, society, history, culture and the guidelines on museum profession trainings adopted
worldwide. Specifically, the New Museology theory and postmodern view on curriculum provide a theoretical
guidance; the country’ s relatively liberal education system in general enables the dynamic development;
The career—courses—profe—ssion offers a model for practice; The political, economic and technological
development in the country provides support in policy, funding and technology; Its developing process and
the history and culture of the country serve as the historical and cultural source; The guidelines toward
professional training widely accepted in the world point out the direction. To analyze the causative factors of
the museum studies curriculum system in Am—erican Universities may provide instructive visions for the
development of museum studies curriculum in Chinese universities.

Key words: the United States; university; museum; curriculum; causal factors
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