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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 6, 2011

Hellenization or Indianization-Research on Yavanas Yang Juping (134)

Yavanas refers to pre-Christian Indo-Hellenes. As early as the Persian Empire, Yavanas had
been known to the Indians. They appeared in India in a large number at the time of Alexander the
Great. Thereafter, some Greeks remained in India and were converted to Buddhism by King
Asoka. After the second century BC, Bactrian Greeks entered India in large numbers and
established their rule in northwestern India for two centuries, even expanding at their peak to the
Ganges River. Due to their long isolation in India, while struggling to adhere to their own
cultural traditions, Yavanas also began a process of Indianization arising from the need to
maintain their rule. They minted bilingual coins, accepted Indian gods and Buddhism, and
ultimately contributed to the birth of the art of Gandhara. The disappearance of Yavanas in India
was not the result of an Indian victory, but was an inevitable result of convergence of Greek and
Indian civilizations. The history of Yavanas is both a special part of the civilization of

Hellenization and a part of the ancient history of the subcontinent of South Asia.

From Aryan to Nomads in Europe and Asia: The Exploration of the Origin of Indo-European
Languages Liu Xinru (156)

In its early stage, research on Indo-European languages was immeshed in the issue of human
origins. This eventually resulted in the opposition of the religious and the scientific view of
history. The discovery that there were similarities between the language of the British colonizers
and that of the colonized Indians led research on Indo-European languages to ethnography,
whence further research on the origins of the Indo-European languages promoted the study of life
of nomadic peoples in the vast Eurasian steppe and showed that nomadic peoples played an
important role in human history. From this point of view, the research on Indo-European
languages showed its limitations, because it was not only Indo-Europeans nomads who once lived
in the steppe and made incursions into and occupied agricultural areas from dynasty to dynasty
and from generation to generation. When doing research on the history of nomadic peoples,
scholars in this field often overlook the role played by nomadic peoples who have no relationship
with Indo-European languages in world history. Nevertheless, by understanding their formation
and development, we can further explore the interdependence and endless conflicts between the

nomadic societies and agricultural empires in history.

Historical Notes
An Exploration and Comment on the Funeral of the Ming Prince Yiwen Having Exceeded the

Standard Wang Jian (168)

Academic Review

The Conception of Global History in China Liu Xincheng (180)




