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as a turning point in modern China’s judicial history.

The Web of Interests Linking Business, Government and the Banks Xu Fenghua (53)

In 1935, the Rong family’s Shenxin Seventh Plant was auctioned by HSBC and purchased by
a Japanese business at a low price. The Rong brothers, taking advantage of public opinion, asked
the government and domestic banks to provide assistance. However, to protect themselves,
Chinese—owned banks stood by and took no action. Although the KMT Government was forced
by public pressure to intervene, internal dissension delayed its decision on the issue, so that the
plant stood on the brink of disaster; but thanks to a wave of nationalism, it was temporarily
saved. The KMT government, which took the opportunity to launch a thorough restructuring of
domestic banking, emerged as the biggest winner from this event. The incident highlights the

complex interest relationships between business , government and the banks.

Jing Fang’s Yijing-Based Yinyang Calamity Theory Chen Kanli (70)

Jing Fang’s Yijing-based yinyang calamity theory has an important position in the history
of ancient Chinese theories about portentous events. The guagi ( ) theory on which it is
based falls into the category of yinyang, an academic school whose origins can be traced back to
the early and mid Western Han Dynasty. The fact that he combines shushu ( ), astrology
and the art of divination means that Jing Fang’s calamity theory has clearer rules and methods
and a stronger theoretical basis than that of Dong Zhongshu. Although it was strongly tinged
with shushu, Jing Fang’s predictions of calamities and activities all served certain political beliefs
and ideals, and the contents of his work Yi Zhuan ( ) shows a distinct orientation toward
Confucian values. Jing Fang’s theory, which takes “Confucianism as the basis and shushu as the
application”, belongs to the Confucian school of calamity theory, and is similar to that of Dong

Zhongshu, Liu Xiang and his son Liu Xin in terms of its Confucian position and aims.

The Living and the Dead Live in Different Worlds and Each Belongs to His or Her Own Castle: A
Study of a Ghost Marriage Document Unearthed in Luotuocheng Liu Lexian (86)

In May 1998, when Gaotai County Museum, Gansu, was sorting out objects unearthed from
the ancient tomb Luotuocheng no. 98-6, it found a batch of valuable cultural relics. Among
them, a document written on wooden slips is particularly important in that it provides new clues

for the study of ghost marriage in ancient China and its religious background. The words

(nanxiang, literally “bridegroom”) , and (niixriang, literally “bride”) can be found in Dreams
of Yesterday ( . Zuoménglu ), a work written by Kang Yuzhi of the Song Dynasty, where they
are referred to as (nanxiang ghost bridegroom ) and (niixiang ghost bride). From

various indications, we can conclude that this document was probably written by a professional in
the field , perhaps by the so-called “ghost matchmaker” mentioned in Dreams of Yesterday. The
shaman’ s direct purpose in writing this document, apart from offering good wishes and
constraints for married life for the couple , Geng and Sun, was to emphasize that the living and
the dead belonged to different worlds and to cut off the connections of the deceased couple with
the living. This is the common theme of most burial documents from the Eastern Han dynasty
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