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from page 049 to 066.
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from page 067 to 08o.

Palace Museum Journal

A Study of ‘She’, ‘She-styled Pei’, ‘Ban Zhi’

Xu Xiaodong

ABSTRACT: The Chinese character of ‘She’ used to name a kind of protective device working as a
thumb ring worn by an archer to protect his thumb from being hurt while drawing a bow to shot
an arrow was first read in The Book of Songs (Shi Jing). A person with a ‘She’ around his thumb
indicated he had grown into a man in ancient times. ‘She’ was made from different materials, for
instance, the jade one could be dated as early as the later Shang period. With the new design of ‘Ce
Ban’ (a ring with the design of one-side sticking out) coming after the original tube-shaped ones,
jade ‘She’ was becoming more ornamental than functional in Spring-Autumn and Warring States
periods, developed completely decorative by the Western Han dynasty, during which the jade ‘She-
styled Pei’ (She-styled pendant, or pendants in thumb ring shape) with various shapes and patterns
surpassed any other dynasties. The jade ‘She-styled Pei’ kept great popularity over the Eastern Han,
the Wei, Jin, and Southern and Northern Dynasties, but it was treated just as an ancient jade article
called ‘Pan Chi Pei (a pendant with dragon design) or ‘Qu’ or something like a ring by the people of
the Northern Song and Yuan dynasties due to their ignorance of its origin. By the Ming and Qing
times the ‘She-styled Pei’ remained in fashion, but was named ‘Chi Jue’, Ji Xin Jue’, or Ji Xin Pei’
in the later Qing dynasty. On the contrary, the jade ‘She’ lost its trace after the Han dynasty. The
only survival from a later-Ming dynasty tomb in Nanjing of Jiangsu province is very close in design
with those of Moghul India and Safavid Iran of the 17th century. Different in shape yet of the same
supposed function, ‘She’ was called ‘Ban Zhi’ popular among the male as a kind of accessories in the
Qing dynasty, which owns a lot to Emperor Qianlong.

KEY WORDS: ‘She’; ‘She-styled Pei’; ‘Ban Zhi’; India Mughal; Safavid Iran

A Research on The Hake Culture Jadeware and Microliths in The
Collection of The Palace Museum

Xu Lin

ABSTRACT: It is true that the jade wares and the microliths unearthed from Ewenki people
autonomous county of Inner Mongolia in 1985, but now collected in the Palace Museum can date
from the Hake Culture in Hulunbeier area of Inner Mongolia of the Neolithic Age by the localities
where they were found and comparative study of them with the similar objects. The Hake culture
defined as prehistoric archaeological culture is featured by microliths in spite of few excavated jade
articles so far. So the 11 pieces of jade disks in the collection of The Palace Museum are of valuable
materials for exploration of the beginning of the prehistoric jadeware in Hulunbeier area and the
diversity of Chinese jade origins of civilization.

KEY WORDS: The Palace Museum; jade disks (Yu Bi); microlith; the Hake culture; Hulunbeier
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