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Speculation on Completion Time of the Ninth Grotto of the Mogao Grottoes from Donator's In-

scription

by Li jun

Abstract: The establishment of the ninth grotto of the Mogao Grottoes was closely related to grasp for Gui-yi-

jun Regime in the late Tang Dynasty so that it attracts scholars’

attention. On the basis of donator's inscription of

theLeefamily, itisconcluded the ninth grotto was built after Li Hongyuan was removed and and before Li Hongding
waskilled. Combining with the change of Zhang Chengfeng’ stitle, we can be sure that the ninth grotto was built
between February in the forth year of Tang Qianning (AD 897) and thefirst year of Tang Guanghua (AD 898). In
addition, Zhang Chengfeng’ s titles which were Jian Jiao Si Tu and Shi Xiang were self-proclaimed rather than
granted by Suoxun.

Keywords: the Ninth Grotto of the Mogao Grottoes, Donator's Inscription; Completion Time



