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Abstract: Pictorial stone of the Han Dynasty is a unique archive carrier which covers politics econo—
my folk beliefs social production ideological and cultural arts of Han dynasty. Nanyang is an important area
where a large number pectorial stone of the Han Dynasty are unearthed. These stones not only supplement the
content of historical books but also reappear Han social life and folk beliefs and directly dislay the cultural
arts of Hand dynasty. Therefore they possess important archival significance. Compared with other areas pro—
duced pictorial stones Nanyang is the earlist area where the pictorial stones were preserved as stone inscrip—
tion archival library. Han Dynasty pictorial stone of Nanyang has a unique archival significance becaust of their
rich theme portraits in myth ascension and astronomy.

Keywords: Nanyang; Pictorial stone of the Han Dynasty; Archives; carved stone; Han Dynasty
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