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Multicultural Implications and Historical Value
of Tibetan Documents from Dunhuang and
the Western Region Lost Overseas

SHU Xihong
Institute of Sociology and Ethnology, Beifang Ethnic University, Yinchuan, Ningxia 750021

Abstract In the beginning of the last century, about 10,000 Tibetan documents from the Library Cave in
Dunhuang were lost to Britain, France, Russia, and other countries. Most of these documents, which are extremely
valuable, recorded Tibetan history, society, and religions. This paper explores the collection, distribution, collation,
and research of these documents for the first time; explains their multicultural implications and historical value; and
proposes a plan for their publication. To find, collate, and study these documents is highly significant for studying
Tibetan history and culture and the cultural exchanges between Han people and Tibetan people in the Tang
Dynasty. It’s also of great practical significance for protecting the integrity of the national culture and promoting

national identity. Meanwhile, it plays a fundamental role in the publication and return of these documents.
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