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ABSTRACT: The first and basic stage of explaining a palaeograph should focus on its phonetic and semantic meanings
and its coherence with the whole context. Then it is necessary to test the explanation by textual evidence. In the field of Palae—
ography it is also a methodological issue that how to test an explanation derived from the first stage efficiently. This article is
trying to analyze and discuss six types of tests using various types of textual evidence which are different in terms of their relia—

bility based on the examples listed in the Dictionary of Tongjia in Palaeography compiled by Wang Hui ( 2008) .
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