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KEY WORDS: Bronze vessels

Clan emblems Characteristic

ABSTRACT: Compared with other common inscriptions on bronze vessels in the Shang—Zhou periods the characteristics
of clan emblems can be defined by five aspects including their hieroglyphic sign purposely decorative nature distinctively
calligraphic style unfixed word order and syntax and abnormal layout. Understanding of these characteristics is of significance
to recognize and grasp the importance of clan emblems.
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