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Textual Research on® 242, Dunhuang Manuscript
Wenxuan in the Russian Collection
And a Discussion of Versions Systems and Annotations

XU Hua
Institute of Ethnic Minority Languages and Literatures, Ethnic Minority University of China, Beijing 100081

Abstract 242 in the Russian Collection the Dunhuang manuscript Wenxuan not only shows a likeness to the
other versions commented on, but also reveals its uniqueness. A comparative study of different annotations suggests
that this one dates back to the period from the end of the Zhenguan era to the Xianqing era, contemporary with or
prior to Li Shan. It also suggests that it might be a copy that not only was based on Wenxuan—yinyi but also absorbed
the knowledge of Xiao Tong and Cao Xian, As a result, a new commentary style focusing on explanation, diversity,
and promotion was shaped for teaching and annotating Wenxuan after Xiao Tong and Cao Xian.
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