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a New Way to Research on Southwest Region Nationalities and the Develop—

The east post road ( ) which was opened from Huguang Guizhou to Yunnan during
the Yuan and Ming Dynasties was not only the major transportation lifeline to maintain the mainland
and the southwest borderlands but also the influencing factor to the changes of political territory in
the southwest borderland during the Ming and Qing dynasties. This article proposes “the ancient
borderland corridor of Miao ethnical group” originally discusses the influence of the corridor to the
formation of Guizhou province the nationalization ( ) process of the borderland of Miao eth—
nical group in the Ming and Qing dynasties and the national relationship and analyzes primarily the
characteristics of the regional and ethnic culture of this corridor. The possibility of declaring “the
ancient borderland corridor of Miao ethnical group” as “the heritage of world cultural route” is ana—
lyzed simultaneously.
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Opinions are divided in the academic field on the point of two or three hierarchies of the north—
west borderland in the Northern Song Dynasty and there are still uncertain points on it. This paper
believes the three hierarchies which include the edge the frontier and the suburb in the northwest
and the northern directions. The three hierarchies in Hedong Lu ( ) and Hebei Lu (

) were relatively stable because the relationship between Liao and them was steady. However
the three hierarchies in Shaanxi Lu ( ) and Jingdong Lu ( ) changed more or less by
the influence of the war with the Western Xia regime and the development of Niizhen. Overall the
hierarchies of the northwest borderland in the Northern Song Dynasty constitute a kind of frontier de—
fense system which based on the depth — defended theory.
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to Kubla Khan ( ) for shelter. In the early of the 14th century the four Wulusies (
) of King Bin Su Xi’ ning and the Might Xi’ ning stationed and grazed respectively in Ji-
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uquan Guazhou Shazhou and Hami. The clan of King Bin who guarded the northwest resisted
the intrusion of Haidu the late king of the Wokuotai lineage and Duwa the late king of the Chaga—
tai lineage as well as other rebellious forces and protected Hexi and the Western Regions from the
ravages of the war. In order to consolidate the northwest frontier the clan of King Bin adopted a se—
ries of measures such as developing agriculture especially stationing troops to open up wasteland to
ensure the supply repairing the posts to unclog the post road. Meanwhile Buddhism was also sup-
ported to resist the eastward invasion of the Islamic forces. These measures consolidated the north—
west frontier defense effectively thus the northwest society were relatively stable.
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This paper believes that emperor Qianlong attached great importance to the reconstruction of the
City Walls in Yunnan Province and emphasized the fastness and orderliness of the walls the func—
tions of frontier defense. He put top priorities to the walls in the strategic border areas and managed
the construction funds strictly in order to avoid corruption. The officials and the common people in
Yunnan province had also donated to repair the walls in order to protect their homeland. The gover—
nor — general of Yunnan and Guizhou the grand coordinators of Yunnan even surveyed the walls
themselves after the completion. The construction of the City Walls in Yunnan enhanced the strength
of border defense and the influence was far — reaching.

Key words: Qianlong Yunnan the city walls frontier defense
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In the late Qing and the early Republic China the Qinlian district of Guangdong had been pro—
posed to be incorporate to Guangxi province for three times. This idea was first brought up in the last
years of the Guangxu period with the idea of changing Guangxi’ s capital city to Nanning. Howev—
er this attempt had failed due to the vehement opposition of the Guilin officials and gentry and the
grave financial situation at that time. In the early Republic of China with the increasing power of
the old Guangxi warlord the idea was proposed for the second and third time. But the attempts had
not been realized because of the powerful opposition of the local folks and the contradiction between
Guangdong and Guangxi Province. By analyzing this the thesis argues that in the research of the
administrative divisions in the early Republic of China  we should not only consider the traditional
factors  but also the will of the common people the power of local gentry merchants and the influ—
ence of modern newspapers.
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........................................................................... Xiong Changkun Tang Ling ( 56)
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