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Rethinking Islam and Secularization
Wu Yungui

Abstract: Religion as a social entity and a form of social culture is in a two-way interactive relation with the

human socity. In any human society, the secularization of social life as well as the normalization
and instutionalization of religious morality are different yet interconnected phenomenon. The paper
presents a theoretical summary of the relation between Islam and secularization as shown at three

characteristic moments in the history of Islam.
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Religious Charity: Great Expectations

——At the Time of Publication of Views on the Encouragement and Normalization of Religious

Groups’ Involvement in Charitable Works

Jiao Ziwel

Abstract: Views on the Encouragement and Normalization of Religious Groups’ Involvement in Charitable

Works is an important policy document published by the State Administration for Religious Affairs
in cooperation with several related governmental agencies. As a participant in the drafting and
publication of the document, the author talks about its purpose, his experience in the process, and his

own understanding on several major issues in the document.

Key Words: Religions, Public Good, Charitable Works, Policy

Social Value and Influence of Buddhist Culture
Xue Cheng

Abstract: Buddhist culture has made magnificent cultural achievements and played an important social role in

the long history of cultural progress and development. As the modern society matures, the defects
of a culture of materialism are ever more evident. The crisis of modernity is in the end a “crisis of
human beings’ self recognition”, as the logical outcome of the limits of a materalism culture unable
to transcend itself. The crisis can only be eliminated when the spirit of our culture is elevated to a
new level, in transcendence of materialism. The inner transcendence of the spirit of culture must
learn from rich and deep wisdom insights. This inward spiritual wisdom is particularly developed in
an environment of Eastern culture. Wisdoms of the Oriental sages constitute the major contents of
the “spiritual culture”. This orientation to the inner self will launch the third great revolution of the

human society.

Key Words: Buddhist Culture, Social Value, Crisis of Modernity, Spiritual Culture, Spirit of Culture
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