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A Study on the Word “Se Tong” in
Tibetan Manuscripts from Dunhuang
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Abstract The land name Se tong in Tibetan documents from Dunhuang corresponds to the name Xi tong in
Dunhuang’s Chinese documents, as at today’s Sugan Lake in Akesai County, Gansu Province. During the Tibetan
occupation, a military tribe named Mthong kyab se tong phavi was stationed there, consisting of Tibetan, Tuyuhun,
Tangut and, Chinese peoples. Xi tong or Se tong means the area around the Moli River or Moli Sea as recorded in
Dunhuang and Turfan documents.
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