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ABSTRACT: There are different opinions about the economic formation in Gansu and Qinghai regions during the Bronze
Age. According to the archaeobotanical investigation of the Guanting Basin  Qinghai province the agriculture of the Qijia and
Xindian culture belonged to dry<farming that is based majorly on foxtail millet ( Setaria) and broomcorn millet ( Panicum miliace—
um) . It was during the Xindian period that wheat and barley appeared in this region and among them barley was the most dom-
inant species. The rise of broomcorn millet during the Xindian period may be related to the change toward dry climate. Archae—

obotanical findings do not support the view that the economy formation in Gansu-Qinghai region was shifting from agriculture—

based to husbandry-based during the Bronze Age.
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