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Research Articles
A New Understanding of the Problem of Yunmeng Zhou Hongwei (4)
Since the Tang dynasty, scholars have generally taken Yunmeng ( ) in the pre-Qin state
of Chu to be the name of a specific lake or hunting zone, although they have had different views
on its exact location and area. But the author believes that originally, yinméng was not a proper
name but a general term in the Chu dialect of the ancient Xia ( ) or Chinese language; it
referred to a body of water used for pleasure outings that was not large but had rich vegetation,
‘swamp grass.” This view is based on the fact
that there were more than seven yinmeéngs from the pre-Qin period to the Han and Jin dynasties,
located in the Jianghan-Dongting Lake plain region north and south of the Yangtze River, the
Three Gorges region and the Huang-Huai plain region north of the Huai River. In the Han
dynasty, more than one region had a “yinmeéng official. ” Besides, in the state (region) of Chu,
people had explanations like “a weedy lake is called yiin ( sou yiie yiin),” “meng ()
means ‘in the marsh’ ” and “méng means ‘in the grass. > ” The broad distribution of yinmeéng
and the deciphering of its true meaning not only enable us to better address the long-standing
controversy over yinméng s but also give us a better understanding of the natural environment of
these regions in China’ s early history.

&

. .. . « 9
and its original meaning was “grassy marsh” or

The Political and Social Conditions of the Weibo Region in the Late Tang Dynasty as Reflected in the
Inscription on the Luorang Stele Qiu Luming (27)

The inscription on the Luorang Stele is an important document reflecting political and social
conditions in the Weibo region in the late Tang dynasty. a period whose continuous turmoil
reflects the internal conflicts between generals and garrison soldiers. The self-interested and
conservative nature of the garrisons meant that Weibo lost its drive for expansion in the turbulent
days of the late Tang. Setting up memorial stele was one of the important tools whereby the
Tang dynasty strengthened the order that subsisted between the emperor and his subjects. Stele
inscriptions, as a striking feature of the political landscape, had considerable influence on social
psychology and cultural transmission. The erection of very large steles in the mid and late Tang
dynasty in what is now Hebei was a way in which military governors demonstrated their
legitimacy and shaped their local identification. The Luorang Stele is a good example. Luo
Hongxin was of humble origins, so in the inscription he made much of the imperial favors shown
to his family and forged auguries and divinations with the aim of consolidating the basis of his
rule. The sharp contrast between the arrogance of the stele’ s form and its submissive language,
as well as the tension between promoting a consciousness of loyalty to the Emperor and the semit
independent status of the military governor all reflect the complexity of the political and cultural
background of Hebei in the late Tang dynasty.

A Study of Contracts for the Sale of Land in the Xixia Language Unearthed from Heishuicheng
Shi Jinbo (45)
The twelve land sale contracts unearthed from the Heishuicheng site (the Xixia-language
contract published earlier plus the eleven newly discovered contracts written in cursive Xixia
script published in this article) provide valuable materials for the understanding of land sales and
related matters in the Heishuicheng area in the Xixia dynasty. During the late Xixia period, a
considerable number of peasants in the area suffered hardships and had to sell their land in
exchange for food, leading to the annexation of land by temples and landlords. Information
provided by the contracts includes the size of the arable land, the arable land and courtyards, and
the boundaries of the land. From some of the related land sale contracts we can also have an
outline of the distribution of part of the land and its irrigation channels. The fact recorded in the
contracts that some peasants lived wide distances apart on their own arable land shows the

+ 190 -



