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ABSTRACT: According to a study on the distribution of the Erlitou culture and the Shang culture and its spatial change
during the transition from the late Xia to the early Shang Dynasty the author argues that archaeologically the transition should
occur between the first phase and second phase of the Nanguanwai subtype of the Shang Culture. The second half of Erlitou
Phase IV should be viewed as the latest period of the Xia culture and earlier than the Early Shang Dynasty in terms of its chron—

ological position.
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