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Research Articles
“State” and “Society” in the Study of Origins of Civilization Yi Jianping(4)
The terms “ancient state” and “early state” partially overlap in meaning, and in “ancient
times” it was possible for the entities they refer to coexist. But they are two different concepts
and cannot be used indiscriminately. The “ancient” in “ancient state” is a concept that comes
mainly from the periodization of social history, while the “early” in “early state” refers to a stage
in the development of the state itself; what is under discussion here is a period characterized by
distinctive political relations between people. Ancient states include both “early states” and
“mature states”, both of which existed only in ancient times; however , “early states” existed not
only in the “ancient times” of social history periodization but also in the “medieval” period and
“early modern” or “modern” times. Likewise, the “chieftain state” and “stratified society” are
two different concepts with a point in common, the fact that both are hierarchical societies. In
the chieftain state, however, stratification is based on kinship, seniority, age, etc., and has no
necessary connection with economic relations, whereas gradations in a stratified society, i. e.
stratification, are founded on economic relations based on the unequal ownership of the means of

production.

“Making Family into Empire” . the Structural Transformation of the Khitan Tribes Carried Out by
Yelii Abaoji Yang Jun(18)

The Khitans referred to descendants of the same grandfather as a “family” and to
descendants of the same great— grandfather as a “clan”. But before the founding of the Khitan
Empire, continuous intergenerational splits occurred in both families and clans. Each had an
association with a specific geographic area, but “families” were allowed into the pastoral lands of
other “clans” to graze their herds. In the course of building up his empire, Yelii Abaoji on the
one hand stopped the divisions in the imperial house and strengthened its power in order to
maintain the authority of the emperor; on the other, he departed from tradition by breaking with
his uncle’s household to set up his own “family” and restricting the succession to the throne to
his family in order to eliminate the threat to imperial power from within the imperial family.
Through these measures, Yelii Abaoji successfully broke through the Khitan tribal structure and

“made a family into an empire.”

The Establishment of Taicang Prefecture in the Ming Dynasty Xie Shi(29)

Taicang became an important city in the water transportation of grain to the capital in the
early Yuan dynasty. Later, in the early Ming, the existence of the city led to the setting up of a
garrison. The office of the garrison handled its own affairs as well as the region’s civil affairs. In
the middle of the Ming dynasty, evils proliferated in Taicang: a strong military and weak civilian

power, soldiers joining with bandits to smuggle salt, etc. In circumstances where reform of taxes
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and corvée labor was difficult and coastal defenses were hard pressed, Taicang Garrison was
upgraded into a prefecture and the associated counties and prefectures were also exempted from
the grain they owed, alleviating the situation. But relations between the military and the civilian
arm remained tense due to the coexistence and joint rule of the prefecture and garrison, the fact
that the military lived amongst the civilians, and conflicts of interest. In addition, because of
taxation disagreement between Taicang Prefecture and Kunshan County and the coastal unrest
during the reigns of emperors Zhengde and Jiajing, Kunshan County requested that Taicang
Prefecture be dismantled because the discrepancy in size between the large prefecture and the
small counties was disadvantageous to the latter. In the course of the interest gaming among the
prefecture, the garrison and the counties, as well as the conflicts among officials, the attitude of
the imperial court shifted from an ambiguous to a clear-cut stance: that is, Taicang Prefecture
was to be maintained and the Dao (sub-prefecture ) was to be restored. The transition of Taicang
from a garrison to a county and thence to a prefecture reflects both the specific geographical
characteristics of the area and the history of changes in the local administrative system of the

Ming dynasty.

The Provincial Boundary Disputes and the Boundary Demarcation between Gansu and Qinghai
Provinces during the Republican Era Yan Tianling(44)

During the Republican era, administrative boundary contradictions accumulated over a long
history intensified on all fronts. To thoroughly settle the disputes and standardize management ,
the Nationalist Government at Nanjing enacted the Regulations on Provincial, County and City
Boundary Demarcation to implement demarcation in accordance with the law, but the results
were not ideal, especially for the provincial boundaries. The survey and demarcation of the
Linxia-Xunhua section between Gansu and Qinghai provinces came to a dead end due to discord
between Ma Bufang and Ma Hongkui, as did the Qilian Mountain section due to the long
confrontation between Gansu and Qinghai provinces. The Xiahe—Tongren section also reached a
complete impasse because of the frequent fighting between Huang Zhengqing and Ma Qi. The
difficulties in the demarcation of the Gansu-Qinghai provincial boundary during the Republican
era reflect the political dilemmas encountered in the course of this task and the complexity of

ethnic minority areas in northwest China.

The Uprising of the Small Sword Society of Suqian in 1929 and the Dispute over the Jile Temple
Property Sun Jiang (61)

On 13™ February, 1929, the Small Sword Society( Xidao Dao Hui ) in Sugian County
suddenly rose up, smashing schools and the Kuomintang Party office and kidnapping the teachers
and Party members. This lasted a full three days. This uprising, along with two others in March
and April of the same year, has been described as a fight against the social and political reforms
promoted by the Nationalist Government at Nanjing. The Jile Temple originally had nothing to
do with the rising, but ended up as the main player. The reason for this was that the Suqgian
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