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The Origins of Statues in the Yungang and Maijishan Grottoes in the
Early Phase and Their Contrasts
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Abstract: Grottoes in northern China have their own artistic characteristics owing to different geographic
conditions; however, there exist relationships between them. The statues in the early Yungang Grottoes were
influenced by the Maijishan Grottoes, the transmission of Buddhism and other factors like culture, the geo-
graphic environment and so on. It can be detected from the contrasts between grotto 74 and 78 in Maijishan
Grottoes and grotto 5 and 20 in Yungang Grottoes.
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