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A Study of Chieftain He Sonam in Hezhou
Zhouta He Wei

(Center for Northwest Ethnic Minority Studies, Lanzhou University Lanzhou, Gansu 730020 )
Summary: Chieftain He Sonam, subject to Hezhou Wei hereditary ruling, was one of the earliest Chieftains in
the northwest appointed by the Ming Emperor, until Republic China year 1932. His clan, through Ming and
Qing Dynasty, ruled the northwest for 561 years and had a great impact on the domain of politics, military and
culture of the area. Due to lack of systematic records, there is little known about him in the academic field.
Therefore, it is necessary to study Chieftain He himself and his ethnicity, etc.
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