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Ilustration to Guanyin’s (Avalokitesvara) story of saving
life from sufferings: An interpretation of the screen—
paintings inside the niche of Cave 359 Mogao Grottoes

ZHANG Yuanlin XIA Shengping
(The Data Center of Dunhuang Academy, Dunhuang Gansu 736200)

Abstract: This article has made a comparative study on the screen—paintings inside the niche of Cave 359
Mogao Grottoes and drew a conclusion that the screen—paintings are not the representations of the Nine—unex-
pected—death of Tathogata Bhaisajyaguru Siitra, but Avalokiteshrara’s saving life from sufferings, the illustrations
to Avalokiteshrara§ story from Saddharmapundarika Sttra. This article thus inferred that the screen —painting
served as a combining form with the paintings on the western celling of Cave 359 together to presenting the be-
lief” of Saddharmapundarika—Stura..

Keywords: Avalokiteshrara’s saving life from sufferings; Cave 359; Screen—painting; Interpretation
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